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It took more than 12 years 
to do it, but during my 
service in the United States 
Senate I visited every high 
school in Maine. It was a 

life-changing experience to meet and talk with thousands of students. As I looked into 
their eyes and listened to their voices, I was reminded of myself at their age: insecure, 
uncertain, lacking in purpose, direction or resources. Over and over again I was moved 
to recall how lucky I had been to have received the many helping hands that enabled 
me to go to college, and beyond.

On the long drives to and from Fort Kent, Lubec, Kittery, Dover-Foxcroft, Rumford—
indeed to all of the 140 schools—I thought of little other than what I could do to
help them have the same chance in life that I had.

By the time I left the Senate I had decided to devote myself to that goal and I 
established what is now the Mitchell Institute.

This year we celebrate our 25th anniversary. I’m pleased and proud to report that
we have provided $17 million in direct financial assistance to 3,011 Maine students.
All were deserving. All needed help. Many were the first ever in their families to
go to college.

Although the choice is theirs, a majority of them attend and graduate from Maine 
colleges and universities and most of them remain in Maine. They are at work today, 
helping to build stronger and better communities all across our state, as doctors, 
teachers, business men and women, nurses, writers, entrepreneurs, artists, engineers. 

We found early on that the support our Scholars need is not, and cannot be, met by a 
check alone. So we offer more than a scholarship, a suite of programs and additional 
resources to help students to reach their full potential. These include meeting 
extraordinary financial needs by providing Fellowship Awards to enable students to 
pursue internship or career-related exams. We head off other financial emergencies 
through the Promise Fund, to prevent an emergency expense from derailing a student’s 
college career. We prioritize personal, professional, and leadership development so our 
Scholars can use their full talent and abilities to become the future leaders of Maine.

The part of the Mitchell Institute that expands most beyond the scholarships is the 
dedicated and ever-growing community of Scholars, Alumni, and supporters like 
you. We will continue to provide the necessary leg up our Scholars need to help our 
communities to thrive. But none of this would be possible without your help and 
support. On behalf of the 
thousands of talented and 
motivated Maine students 
you’ve helped, and from
the bottom of my heart, I 
thank you for your support.

With my gratitude and
warmest regards,

25 years
$17 million
3,011 Maine students

“ALL WERE DESERVING. ALL NEEDED 
HELP. MANY WERE THE FIRST EVER IN 
THEIR FAMILIES TO GO TO COLLEGE.”
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The Institute awards a $10,000 college scholarship to one graduating senior from every public high school in Maine each year. 
Mitchell Scholars are selected on the basis of financial need, community impact, and academic potential. Mitchell Scholars 
represent the best of their respective communities, and many cite the scholarship as helping them reach subsequent success.

Truly helping our Scholars succeed, however, requires more than a Scholarship.  As you’ll see on the following pages, once Scholars 
are selected, the Mitchell Institute helps them achieve a college degree and find success in the world beyond with a wide range 
of personal and professional support programs. And our approach has proven effective: 85% of Mitchell Scholars graduate from 
college within six years, as opposed to the national average six-year graduation rate of 58%. Our Scholars go on to be gainfully 
employed in a field related to their interests and studies, and many of them choose to stay in Maine – or leave for a time and return.

In 2019 and into 2020, Scholars face more challenges than ever before. Whether they need to weather the financial fallout from 
the COVID-19 crisis or navigate new online resources for their college, we are checking in with them consistently to ensure they 
have the supports they need. Fittingly, thanks to your ongoing support, this is the Institute’s 25th year of awarding scholarships to 
help deserving Maine students succeed. Though much has changed in 25 years, the mission and work of the Mitchell Institute is as 
focused as ever.

Scholarship
more than a 
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68% OF MITCHELL SCHOLARS COME FROM 
FAMILIES WITH INCOMES BELOW THE 
STATE MEDIAN OF $72,177

40% OF MITCHELL SCHOLARS MAJOR IN 
STEM FIELDS

85% OF MITCHELL SCHOLARS GRADUATE 
FROM COLLEGE WITHIN SIX YEARS

46%
OF MITCHELL SCHOLARS ARE FIRST-
GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENTS,
AND WILL BE THE FIRST MEMBER
OF THEIR FAMILIES TO COMPLETE
A POST-SECONDARY DEGREE

THE MISSION OF THE MITCHELL INSTITUTE is to increase the 
likelihood that young people from every community in Maine 
will aspire to, pursue, and achieve a college education.



The Mitchell Institute is pleased to award scholarships at each of the public high schools across Maine, from Traip Academy 
in Kittery to Madawaska High on the Canadian border. This 25th cohort of Mitchell Scholars represents 132 high schools in 
all 16 Maine counties.

Androscoggin
Tamra Benson 
Lillian Bosse 
Holly Desjardins 
James Greenwood 
Rizzajem Reboquio 
Amber Soucy 
Hunter Steele 

Aroostook
Ashley Bosse 
Valerie Burby 
Harley Carter 
Natalie Corson 
Emily Everitt 
Austin Findlen 
Lauren Headley 
Dylan Jurson 
Jordan Labbe 
Kassidy Mathers 
Owen McQuarrie 
Annika Nicholas 
Mitchell Sirois 
Emily Thompson 
Noah White 
Alex Wilde 
Daniel Wortman 

Cumberland
Ami Beaumier 
Sarah Belling 
Abigael Chandler 
Autumn Finkle 
Maxwell Gailey 
Dyllan Hinton 
Kade Kelley 
Evan Medunitza 
Han Mei 
Pethuel Mutalenu 
Amanda Myron 
Ken Niyonkuru 
Oumalkaire Omar 
Caroline Wren Payne 
Garrit Reynolds 
Gedeon Rugema 
Salar Salim 
Olivia Scola 
Robert Sheils 
Katelyn Smith 
Parker Swanson 
Andrew Wing

Franklin
Natausha Cogley 
Brooke Egan 
Hallie Pike 
Summer Ross 
Orion Schwab 

Hancock
Mark Berry 
Elijah Breault 
Emily Erickson 
Tara Flubacher 
Lillian Gray 
Reilly Linkel 
Ivy Sanborn 
Hattie Slayton 

Kennebec
Maguire Anuszewski 
Grace Begin 
Gabrielle Benson 
Maeghan Bernard 
Molly Calkins 
Anna Chadwick 
Destiny Clough 
Victoria Hamel 
Samantha Heath 
Joshua Hoffman 
Hannah LeClair 
Hannah Woodford 

Knox
Josiah Hansen 
Keaton Lear 
Eliza Roy 
Matthew Thomas Young 

Lincoln
Paige Camp 
Matthew Chapman 
Nicholas Hill 
William LaBrecque 

Oxford
Margaret Bragg 
Osage Crie 
Emalee Harrington 
Casey Kneissler 
Alexis Littlefield 
Tucker Olsen 
Taylor Richard 
Katianna-Marie Sinclair 

Penobscot
Ethan Anderson 
Emily Birdsall 
Emily Elwell 
Vidya Gilley 
Natalie Kirby 
Natalie McCarthy 
Alec McGuire 
Brad McKechnie 
John McNally 
Kylene Neal 
Susanna Owens 
Gage Poulin 
Maxwell Sennett 
Eliot Small 
Ryan Stavnezer 
Lauren Turcotte Seavey 
Alexis Wagner 
Taylor Weeks 

Piscataquis
Spencer Ireland 
Brooke Kujawski 
Dakota Morehouse 
Cymeria Robshaw 

Sagadahoc
Nathan Curtis 
Christian Keenan 
Emily Robbins 

Somerset
Lilyana Aloes 
Kaylin Brown 
Hayden Caldwell 
Robert Taylor Kruse 
Kassandra Lewis 
Autumn Pacheco 
Kennedy Savoy 
Megan Waters 

Waldo
Sage Cassidy 
Matthew Kelley 
Olivia McPherson 
Maxwell Webster 
Madison Young 

Washington
Dylan Carrier 
Chloe Crone 
Braydi Dana-Surles 

Haley Dinsmore 
Faith Johnson 
Roxanna MacGregor 
Smita Martin 
Evan Merchant 

York
Joseph Bergeon 
Tyler Bridge 
Hailey Champagne 
Zainab Jabor 
Lilly Kemp 
Natalie Laroche 
Emma Lunny 
Sarah MacDonald 
Addison Moore 
Amy Nguyen 
Ben Northrop

ALFOND
SCHOLARS
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2019Mitchell Scholars

STEPHEN B. CENTER 
SCHOLARS

Every year, Unum supports five 
Stephen B. Center Diversity 
Leadership Scholars. These 
scholarships honor Mr. Center, 
who championed diversity
in the workplace and the 
community, always inspiring 
others to value differences
and eliminate discrimination.

To recognize the extraordinary 
investment the Harold Alfond 
Foundation has made in the 
Mitchell Institute, each year 
sixteen Scholars, the most 
promising from each county,
are named Alfond Scholars.



I’m going to college not 
only to get an education 
but also because of 
the opportunities that 
college provides."

In his first year, Osage went to as many 
Mitchell Institute events as he could,
out of a desire to connect with other 
Mitchell Scholars as well as staff. “I am 
blown away by how caring every
Mitchell Institute employee is. They go 
out of their way to help every chance 
they can.” A first-generation college 
student, he is excited to take advantage 
of more Mitchell Institute programming 
throughout his college career. 

 Fryeburg Academy, 2019
 University of New England, 2023

OSAGE CRIE  
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Promise

Fund
Scholar

Spotlight
Our research has shown that even small financial emergencies 
can present an enormous roadblock to graduation. Promise 
grants are made to Mitchell Scholars who have experienced 
unexpected financial setbacks that are hindering their ability 
to persist towards college graduation. Support is issued on a 
case-by-case basis and usually requires a conversation with 
a Mitchell Institute staff member to gain a holistic personal, 
academic, and financial understanding of the situation.

More than half of Mitchell Scholars come from families making 
less than $50,000 a year, which means that they do not have 
the financial flexibility to deal with unexpected turmoil, much 
less the enormous and broad-reaching challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 crisis. When college campuses started 
to shut down this spring, we were deeply worried about 
the consequences for Mitchell Scholars–those who rely on 
part-time jobs to pay their bills, those who did not have the 
resources to return home when dorms closed, and those who 
may have no home to which they could return. 

In response to the challenges they were facing, staff provided 
Mitchell Scholars with both emotional and financial support. 
Some Scholars just needed a listening ear or an advocate to 
help them secure external resources. To others we provided 
grants to make up for lost wages, housing, car repairs, and 
more. Thanks to a grant from Machias Savings Bank, we were 
also able to send grocery store gift cards to Mitchell Scholars
to help them adjust to the closure of dining halls or sudden 
loss of income. 

Ultimately, our goal is that no financial emergency would 
force a student to drop out of college. We had already started 
the Promise Fund several years ago to help Mitchell Scholars 
overcome financial emergencies and stay on the path
towards graduation. It quickly became clear that the Promise 
Fund would be needed in a big way to help Mitchell Scholars 
overcome the COVID-19 crisis.
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A long-standing tradition at the Mitchell Institute, new Scholars 
are welcomed into the Mitchell Institute Family each August 
at a brunch in Orono. In 2019, about 300 Scholars and their 
family members attended, and heard directly from Senator 
Mitchell about why he started the Mitchell Institute. Mitchell 
Scholars Kylie Dunphy and Tristan Alley also shared their advice 
for transitioning from high school to college, and the value 
of leaning on the Mitchell Institute Family for support and 
guidance. For many, the Brunch is the first opportunity to
learn about the path they are beginning as Mitchell Scholars.

Not every Mitchell Scholar will follow 
the same path to their post-college 
life. But many of them need a little 
financial support to gain the experience 
and skills they will need. Thanks to the 
generosity of our donors, the Mitchell 
Institute is able to provide stipends to 
Scholars to pursue unpaid internships, 
take test preparation classes, travel 
abroad, and more. In return for 
receiving these fellowships, Scholars 
commit to completing a community 
service project. In 2019, we awarded 
more than $100,000 to 104 Mitchell 
Scholars and Alumni.
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Welcome
Brunch

Fellowship
Awards

The Mitchell Institute 
really is in everyone’s 
corner if you let it be.”

When Hope applied for a fellowship
from the Mitchell Institute to help cover 
study abroad costs, she didn’t realize
how life changing the experience
would be. She lived with the Maasai
in Kenya for several weeks, which
allowed her to develop personally and 
gain new perspectives of another
culture. “I now want to help preserve
and protect cultures like theirs while
focusing on environmental impacts
on their daily lives.”

 Poland Regional High School, 2017
 University of New England, 2021

HOPE DUBOIS

10



An important aspect of being a Mitchell Scholar is becoming 
part of a supportive community. As busy college students, 
Mitchell Scholars don’t always have a chance to step 
away, reflect on their role in the world, and interact with 
people outside their college community. In response, the 
Mitchell Institute developed a weekend-long leadership 
and professional development event. MILE I takes place in 
Millinocket and in 2019 brought together 60 Mitchell Scholars 
from different colleges all over Maine and the Northeast. 
This intimate experiential learning program includes guided 
outdoor exploration activities and a group community 
service project.  Throughout MILE weekend, individual and 
group leadership, team building, lively group dialogue 
around decisions, and awareness of the views of others all 
become vitally important – be it rafting down the Penobscot, 
reaching the summit of Mt. Katahdin, or at a dinner table 
discussing professional ethics. We know that programs like 
this help build confidence, and 52% of Mitchell Scholars 
say our programming has made a major difference to their 
willingness to pursue new opportunities.

Since 2007, MILE has been fully funded by a single donor — 
Unum. We are deeply grateful to Unum and its leadership
for assisting us in this important program.
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MILE I Mitchell Institute
Leadership Experience



OLIVIA GILES

Mitchell events leave 
me feeling empowered, 
and ready to take on 
the world.”

13

Olivia Giles went to Bowdoin with a 
dream of becoming an immigration 
lawyer. The Mitchell Institute is making 
that dream possible. “I have met with 
extremely important members of 
the legal community because of my 
connection to the Mitchell Institute.”
She has experienced periods of self-
doubt while in college, but finds that 
there is a Mitchell Institute event right 
when she needs it most to boost her 
confidence. She says some of her closest 
friends at Bowdoin are Mitchell Scholars.

 Gray-New Gloucester High School, 2016
 Bowdoin College, 2020

LEVERAGING RESOURCES
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MILE II

A constant refrain in our annual Scholar survey is “How do I 
find an internship?” To answer those kinds of questions, every 
March, the Mitchell Institute Alumni Council organizes the 
Mitchell Institute Leadership Experience II (MILE II), generously 
hosted by Unum. This daylong professional development 
opportunity brings Mitchell Scholars and Alumni together 
with business and community leaders from across Maine. 
Interactive sessions cover topics like expanding your network, 
deciding on career paths, and learning about professional 
opportunities in Maine.

13

Career
Development Day
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HAROLD ALFOND PIONEER 
SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from Dexter 
Regional High School

TAYLOR WEEKS
Dexter Regional High School 2019
University of Maine at Fort Kent 2023

HAROLD ALFOND PIONEER 
SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from 
Messalonskee High School

MOLLY CALKINS
Messalonskee High School 2019
Brandeis University 2023

EDWARD AND BARBARA ATKINS 
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar attending the 
University of Maine who has an interest in 
marketing and communications, with an 
emphasis on graphic arts and design

NATALIE MCCARTHY
Mattanawcook Academy 2019
University of Maine 2023

AVANGRID FOUNDATION
AND CENTRAL MAINE POWER
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar pursuing a degree 
in science, technology, engineering, or math

DANIEL WORTMAN
Ashland Community High School 2019
University of Maine 2023

BATH IRON WORKS | BUZZ 
FITZGERALD PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar who is a child 
or grandchild of a BIW employee, and who 
embodies the characteristics of leadership
and compassion for which Buzz Fitzgerald
was known

HALLIE PIKE
Mt. Blue High School 2019
University of Southern Maine 2023

MORTON K. AND JANE BLAUSTEIN 
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a first-generation college student and 
a student from recently immigrated families

PETHUEL MUTALENU
Westbrook High School 2019
Bowdoin College 2023

JACK AND CHARLIE CANNING
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar from the 
greater Augusta area who has demonstrated 
academic growth, leadership, and enthusiasm 
for the community

LUCA DEANGELIS
Maranacook Community
  High School 2016
Bowdoin College 2020

CASELLA PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar entering
the field of environmental studies

MAEVE MCGOWAN
Morse High School 2016
University of New England 2019

SAM L. COHEN FOUNDATION
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from 
Biddeford  High School

ADDISON MOORE
Biddeford High School 2019
Wheaton College 2023

SAM L. COHEN FOUNDATION
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from 
Portland High School

ROBERT SHEILS
Portland High School 2019
Bates College 2023

SAM L. COHEN FOUNDATION
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from 
Thornton Academy

ZAINAB JABOR
Thornton Academy 2019
University of New England 2023

COYNE FAMILY PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from 
South Portland High School

MAXWELL GAILEY
South Portland High School 2019
University of Vermont 2023

BOB CREWE FOUNDATION
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar who is majoring 
in the field of Art or Music and/or is a member 
of the LGBT community, reflecting the Crewe 
Foundation's support of aspiring artists and
LGBT rights

JOSIAH HANSEN
North Haven Community School 2019
College of the Atlantic 2023

LEON AND LISA GORMAN
PIONEER SCHOLAR IN HONOR OF 
SENATOR GEORGE J. MITCHELL
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar who has 
demonstrated strong qualities of leadership, 
character, and hard work

SIERRA GOODRIDGE
Gardiner Area High School 2017
Franklin & Marshall College 2021

JOHN AND NELLIE JACKSON
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a student attending Maine Maritime 
Academy who represents personal humility and 
hard work

MAX BARTON
Yarmouth High School 2017
Maine Maritime Academy 2021

ANN LAMB PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from Falmouth 
High School who has demonstrated a love 
of reading or literacy work, a commitment to 
environmental preservation or education, and 
an enthusiasm for community service

KADE KELLEY
Falmouth High School 2019
Northwestern University 2023

 
SHEPARD LEE PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from Lewiston 
High School

RIZZAJEM REBOQUIO
Lewiston High School 2019
University of Maine 2023

GEORGE AND MINTAHA MITCHELL 
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from
Waterville High School in memory of
George and Mintaha Mitchell

HANNAH LECLAIR
Waterville High School 2019
University of Maine 2023
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2019Pioneer Scholars
The Pioneer Scholar program, a partnership between generous supporters and the Mitchell Institute, 
provides the opportunity to recognize specific Mitchell Scholars and Alumni who, through their 
contributions to school and community and their demonstration of certain qualities – as students 
and as citizens – stand out for acknowledgement.



SENATOR GEORGE J. MITCHELL 
PIONEER SCHOLAR
is in recognition of leadership, character, 
and perseverance

JESS WATSON
Mt. Ararat High School 2003
University of Southern Maine 2007

HEATHER MACLACHLAN MITCHELL 
PIONEER SCHOLAR
is in recognition of a Mitchell Scholar who 
has demonstrated an interest and aptitude in 
literature and writing

SALAR SALIM
Deering High School 2019
College of the Holy Cross 2023

JANET FRASER MITCHELL
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar at Colby College, 
with a preference toward those majoring in 
English literature

REGAN BRAGG
Machias Memorial High School 2017
Colby College 2021

JOHN AND PRINELLA MITCHELL 
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar-Athlete who 
demonstrates the qualities of sportsmanship and 
leadership in and out of competition

CYMERIA ROBSHAW
Penquis Valley High School 2019
College of the Holy Cross 2023

PAUL AND YVETTE MITCHELL
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar majoring in 
business who demonstrates the qualities of 
independent thinking, leadership, and self-
motivation necessary to become a successful 
entrepreneur

LEXI CLARK
Lee Academy 2016
Thomas College 2019

ROBERT E. MITCHELL
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar majoring in 
business or economics, with a demonstrated 
interest in entering the field of banking or
finance upon graduation

JUSTIN ZHANG
Erskine Academy 2017
Colby College 2021

MITCHELL SENATE STAFF PIONEER 
SCHOLAR IN MEMORY OF
GAYLE CORY
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar whose belief in 
public service, faith in people, and dedication to 
the greater good are a model to all

KATE DUROST
George Stevens Academy 2003
University of Maine 2007

OTT FAMILY PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from Gorham 
High School who has demonstrated academic 
promise and a history of community service

KATELYN SMITH
Gorham High School 2019
University of New England 2023

COLLEEN J. QUINT PIONEER 
SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar who best 
exemplifies the qualities of leadership and 
inspiration, which defined Colleen’s 13
years of service to the Mitchell Institute

TAYLOR MCCAFFERTY
Schenck High School 2011
University of Maine at Farmington 2015

REYNOLDS-KERR FAMILY
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar entering the field 
of engineering, mathematics, or the physical 
sciences

EMMA LUNNY
Sanford High School 2019
University of New Hampshire 2023

REYNOLDS-KERR FAMILY
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar entering the field 
of engineering, mathematics, or the physical 
sciences

PARKER SWANSON
Yarmouth High School 2019
University of Maine 2023

ROCKEFELLER FAMILY
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from Mount 
Desert Island High School

REILLY LINKEL
Mount Desert Island High School 2019
University of Maine 2023

DONALD ROUX PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from Lewiston 
High School

HUNTER STEELE
Lewiston High School 2019
Bowdoin College 2023

BILL RYAN PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar with financial 
need and demonstrated commitment to the 
community who plans to pursue a career
in business

NICK GUIOU
Hall-Dale High School 2017
Saint Joseph’s College 2021

FRANCES TARR PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes the Mitchell Scholar from Edward 
Little High School

LILLIAN BOSSE
Edward Little High School 2019
Husson University 2023 

UNUM PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar who has 
demonstrated a history of leadership and 
community service

C.J. MOODY
Old Town High School 2015
University of Southern Maine 2020

PADDY FRANK WALSH
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar who has overcome 
tremendous obstacles to success

AMBER SOUCY
Lisbon High School 2019
Skidmore College 2023

WALT DISNEY COMPANY
PIONEER SCHOLAR
recognizes a Mitchell Scholar who has 
demonstrated an interest and talent in 
the arts

ELLEN HODGKIN
Edward Little High School 2001
University of Southern Maine 2007
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ANONYMOUS

PENNY & RICHARD ARMSTRONG

MACKY BENNETT*

JAMES A. BOYD*

MARGIE BRIDE

DAVID ELLIOTT

BOB & MARCIA ELLIS

PATRICIA ELTMAN

MARY CHRISTINE FEENEY*

MARY MITCHELL FRIEDMAN

MARY & PHIL GALPERIN

TRACY GAY

RICHARD & PRICILLA GOFF

JAN & GEORGE HARTMAN

COLLETTE HOWE

FRANK & CLAIRE LEONARD*

PETER & KATHLEEN LESLIE

CHARLES & JUDY MICOLEAU

CAROL MITCHELL

GEORGE MITCHELL

STEPHEN E. & CATHERINE PAPPAS*

LAWRENCE RALSTON*

HEATHER RIES 

LAUREN SEGAL & RICHARD GRIGOS 

JIM & LYNN SHAFFER

VIRGINIA SWAIN 

CHRISTINE WILLIAMS
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Legacy SocietyMary Mitchell

To honor the legacy of 
Mintaha “Mary” Mitchell, 
mother of Senator George 
J. Mitchell, the Mary 
Mitchell Legacy Society’s 
members are comprised of 
those who have committed 
to the Mitchell Institute in 
their estate plans.

To find out how you can 
join, please contact Sarah 
Short, Development 
Director, at 207.358.7733.

2019 PIONEER SCHOLARS - CONTINUED
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Lifetime Donors

ANONYMOUS (9)

THE HAROLD ALFOND FOUNDATION

AVANGRID FOUNDATION 

THE BETTERMENT FUND

SAM L. COHEN FOUNDATION

THE COYNE FAMILY

CREWE FOUNDATION

BRUCE AND BECKY EPSTEIN 

BILL AND MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION

JOHN T. GORMAN FOUNDATION

LEON* AND LISA GORMAN

JAN AND GEORGE HARTMAN

J.A. & E.S. HUGHES FUND

   OF THE MAINE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

KEYBANK

MAINE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

MARRIOTT HOTEL AT SABLE OAKS

GEORGE AND HEATHER MITCHELL

NELLIE MAE EDUCATION FOUNDATION

THE PEAT FUND 

   OF THE PHILADELPHIA FOUNDATION 

CHRISTOPHER AND NANCY PIERCE 

LINDA MITCHELL PRICE AND STUART PRICE 

REYNOLDS-KERR FAMILY FUND 

   OF THE MAINE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

DAVID AND BARBARA ROUX

S. DONALD SUSSMAN

THE TARR FAMILY

TD BANK

DAN AND SHERYL TISHMAN FAMILY FOUNDATION 

UNUM

TOM* AND LINDA WALSH

FOUNDERS $250,000

ANONYMOUS (3)

ANONYMOUS 

IN HONOR OF SENATOR GEORGE J. MITCHELL

BARBARA ATKINS 

BATH IRON WORKS 

IN MEMORY OF BUZZ FITZGERALD

THE ESTATE OF MACKY BENNETT 

MORTON K. AND JANE BLAUSTEIN FOUNDATION

MARJORIE BRIDE

SARA BURNS AND BOB ALLEN

CASELLA WASTE SYSTEMS, INC.

MIKE AND DENISE DUBYAK

FISHER CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

JOE FOLEY AND TRISH O’CARROLL

MARY MITCHELL FRIEDMAN AND HAROLD FRIEDMAN

THE FRIEDMAN FAMILY 

IN HONOR OF JANET FRASER MITCHELL

JANE’S TRUST

WILLIAM SLOANE JELIN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

DAVID JOHNSON AND CHARRISSE KAPLAN 

L.L.BEAN, INC.

LEE FAMILY 

IN MEMORY OF SHEPARD LEE

CANDICE LEE

MITCHELL FAMILY

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE AND MINTAHA MITCHELL

CAROL MITCHELL AND DEEN HALEEM

THE DAVID AND MARTHA OTT FAMILY

PINE STATE TRADING

IN HONOR OF JACK AND CHARLIE CANNING

THE ESTATE OF LAWRENCE P. RALSTON 

DAVID ROCKEFELLER, SR.*

JOSEPH SHERMAN 

WALT DISNEY COMPANY

WEX

CENTURY DONORS $100,000-$249,999

These levels represent cumulative giving to the Mitchell Institute over the past 25 years since its inception

* deceased



LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
$10,000+

Anonymous
Barbara Atkins
Jon Bahrt
Meg Baxter
Sara Burns and Bob Allen
Gena Canning
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Chappell
Crewe Foundation
Bruce and Rebecca Epstein
The Evergreen Foundation
Fisher Charitable Foundation
Joe Foley and Trish O’Carroll
J.A. and E.S. Hughes Fund 

of the Maine Community Foundation 
John T. Gorman Foundation
David Johnson and Charrisse Kaplan 
Leonard and Judy Lauder Fund 
Maine Community Foundation 
Senator and Mrs. George Mitchell 
Richard and Eleanor Morrell
The Peat Fund of The Philadelphia 

Foundation
Christopher and Nancy Pierce 
Joseph Sherman
Virginia Swain
TD Bank
Galen and Sue Todd
Unum
WEX Inc.

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE
$1,000-$9,999

Anonymous (2) 
Abbott Scarborough

Acadia Cove Scholarship Fund of the 
Maine Community Foundation 

Duke and Nancy Albanese 
AmazonSmile Foundation
Peter and Lori Anastos
Apple Lane Foundation
Baker Newman Noyes
Bangor Savings Bank
The Barmore Fund
Matt and Lindsey Becker
Grace Berestecki
Bernstein Shur
BerryDunn
Bowdoin College
Ann and Rick Bresnahan
Marjorie Bride and Terry McEnany 
Franklin and Susan Burroughs, Jr. 
David and Susan Carlisle
James Carris
Casella Waste Systems, Inc.
Central Maine Power
Andrew Cook and Jacqueline Ellis 
Cousins’ Charitable Foundation  
John T. Cyr & Sons, Inc.
Chagit and Roger M. Deitz 
Abigail and Aristides Diaz
Bob and Marcia Ellis
Amos S. Eno
Elaine Epstein and Jim Krachey 
Robert and Julia Ervin
Peter and Karen Fendler
Mark Fernandez and Anne Devine 
Rollin and Averil Fessenden 
Linda and Michael Fetters

in memory of Ann Lamb 
Sue Fitzgerald
GHM Insurance Agency
Robert Gips and Karen Harris

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Goff
Gorham Savings Bank
Lisa Gorman
Peter and Harriette Griffin
Dennis Haines

in honor of Marilyn T. Haines 
Mark Haley
Keith Halperin
Peter and Jocelyn Handy
Hanover Insurance Group
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
Truc Huynh 
Charles Jacobs and Rebecca Stanley
K.C. and Lee Jones
Emmaly Jurson 
William Kayatta, Jr. and 
  Anne Swift-Kayatta
Kennebec Savings Bank
KeyBank
Rob and Diane Kilroy
Robert and Arlene Kogod
L.L.Bean Inc.
Andrew Leblanc
  in memory of Mary Leblanc 
Lee Auto Malls
Barry and Elizabeth Lipton
  in memory of Harry Beskind 
Ingrid and Christopher Loh
Machias Savings Bank
Maine Medical Center and MaineHealth 
Scott Maker and 
  Andrea Cianchette Maker
Marcum LLP
Margaret E. Burnham Charitable Trust 
Martin’s Point Health Care
Karen McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. Clement McGillicuddy
Mile High United Way  
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Bill and Vicki Mitchell
Carol Mitchell and Deen Haleem
Mary Mitchell Friedman and 

Harold Friedman
Elder Law Offices of John and Mark Nale 
Jeff and Alison Nathanson
Nellie Mae Education Foundation
Jay and Jennifer Nolan
Jeffrey Norris and Laura Newman 
Vincent and Anne Oliviero
Pachios Brothers II, LLC
Harriet and Steven Passerman
The Franklin P. and Arthur W. Perdue 

Foundation 
Edward and Ann Pierce
Pine State Trading Co.
Mark Porter
Greg and Amy Powell
PretiFlaherty
Pro Search, Inc.
Colleen Quint and William Hiss

R.M. Davis
Stephanie Ralph
Hilary Rapkin and William Stiles 
Malcolm and Susan Rogers 
Saint Joseph’s College of Maine 
Lauren Segal and Richard Grigos 
Andrew Short and Andrea Vizoso 
Sarah Short
Smith Family Charitable Trust 
Sudarsky Family Foundation 
Wendy and Eric Suehrstedt 
Paul Suitter 
Toyota Dealer Match Program 
Turner Construction
United Way of Greater Portland 
University of New England 
Verrill
Jacqueline Walker 
Webber Cushing
Dr. David Wennberg and 
Representative Anne Carney

Christine Williams
Tim and Liz Williams
Macpage LLC
Nicole Witherbee and Gregory Payne
The Zisson Foundation

SUPPORTER
$1 - $999

Anonymous (2)
Tom and Sheila Adams
Alex Agnew and Lisa Markushewski 
Timothy and Aileen Agnew

Tom and Diana Allen
Alpha Psi State Chapter, 

Delta Kappa Gamma
Lawrence and Patricia Alquist 
Thoalfakar Alsaady 
Audrey Amidon 
Louisa Anderson
Bunny Andrews
Eric and Kathryn Andrews 
Pamela Angell and Richard Carr 
Ari Appel and Sara Schoen 
William and Sally Arata
Miles Archer
Rich and Linda Arenberg 
Norman and Joyce Arnoff
Robert Asselin
David Backer
Polly Bakewell Nichols
Tony and Gay Barclay
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott Barker, III
Kate and Timothy Bathras 
Gwendolyn Beacham 
David and Susan Beattie
Michael Beaudoin and Molly Morell 
Emma Beaudry 
Robert Beausoleil

in honor of Janet Igel 
Christopher and Michelle Beck 
Henry Beck 
Grace Bell 
Holly and John Benoit
Frederick and Janet Bishop
Ken and Emily Blaschke
Brionna Blodgett 
Jane and Daniel Bolduc
Kathryn Bolduc
Joceline Boucher
Senator Peter Bowman

in honor of Libby Mitchell 
Heather Boyd 
Jessica Boyle 
Charlie Brickham 
Dustin Brooks 
Reade and Martha Brower
J. Philip and Janet Bruen 
Chelsea Bruno 
Jeff Bryan
Katie Buford
Jarrod Burton 
Audrey and L.H. Cadwallader 
Mary and Chris Canavan 
Julie Canniff and Karl Smith 
Keith and Maria Canning 
Brevy Cannon
Michael Cantara
   in honor of Lee Umphrey

Jim and Jesse Cardosi
Joan Carey and Andrew Baron, Jr. 
Allyson Carmichael 
Richard and Marie Carolan
Bill and Sue Caron
Sarah and Chip Carpenter
Linda and Al Carroll
Bruce and Nancy Ann Chandler
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Cipollone
Robert and Patricia Clark
Anne and Keith Cloutier
The Honorable and Mrs. David Cohen 
Calen and Sarah Emily Colby 
Elizabeth Cole
Mary Collins
Craig and Jennifer Cooper
Michael and Katherine Coster
Dan Coyne and Stephanie Williams 
Eileen Coyne
Daniel Crewe
James and Andrea Crook
James and Cecilia Cumming
Kelly Cyr 
Paul D’Alessandro and 

Judith Montgomery
Mariah Damon 
Kimberly Dao 
Alison Davis
Brady Davis 
Eric Davis 
Emily Deane
Jeffrey and Susan DeBlois
Steve and Kristen deCastro 
Christopher Deering
Mike and Sarah Del Tergo
Kyle Dempsey 
Nicole Derr 
Jared and Jennifer Des Rosiers 
Logan Desmond 
Sarah Desormiers
Denise Desrochers and 

Enrico Della Pietra 
Scott Devoid
Anthony DiSotto 
J. Donegan Company
Ann Dorney and David Axelman 
Jane and Karl Dornish
Frank Douglass
Down East Enterprise, Inc.
Loren Bowley Dow 
Kevin Doyle 
Dakotah Dugan 
Malina Dumas 
Kate Durost 
Mary Durost
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John and Marcia Duval
Linda Easterbrooks
Teresa Easterbrooks 
Jake Edwards
Logan Edwards 
Brandy Egan 
David Elliott
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Emerson
Bart English
Lindsey Epstein
Dave and Nancy Erb
Alexis Erlandson 
Beverly and Donald Esson
Andrew Estrada 
Jon and Paula Eustis
Sidney Farr
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fasulo
Oliver Fein, M.D. and Charlotte Phillips 
Sean Findlen 
Joan Fischer
John Fitzpatrick, Jr. 

in memory of John L. Fitzpatrick 
Daniel Flack and Jesse Weisshaar 
Leslie and Jill Fleisher
James and Julie Flower
Eric Flynn
Kevin and Madeline Forrest
Iris Guimond 
Marianela Gago and Larry Henry 
Phyllis Gansz-Greene
GE Foundation
Robert Geary and Pam Wilson
Kayla Girardin 
Gary and Kathleen Glick
Hannah Goodwin 
John and Marie Gower
Joe and Elsa Graceffa
Ward and Kristin Graffam
Cassandra and Andrew Grantham 
John Griffiths
Robert Guerette 
Jean and John Gulliver
Joseph and Merna Guttentag Fund 

of the Greater Washington Community 
Foundation
Cyrus Hagge
Carol-Ann Hall
Jason Hallee
Kala Hardacker 
Nancy Hanger
in memory of Bill Hanger 

Peter and Cynthia Harbage
Brian and Stacey Harris 
David Hart and Irene Lang
W. Stephen Hart and Elizabeth Marchak
Paul J. Hartnett, Jr.

William Harwood, Esq.
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Haskell 
Susan Hayhurst
Peter Haynes
Daniel and Elizabeth Heaney 
Michelle Henaire 
Bruce and Virginia Henkle
Willard Hertz
Chad Higgins
Stephen Hill
John and Rosemary Hilley
Dustin Hilt and Bailey Woodhull 
David and Rosemarie Hines
Ellen Hodgkin 
Helen Holman
Scott Hood and Alison Bennie
Judy Horan Howard and 

Joseph Howard
Cynthia Howland
Leah Hughes 
Janet Igel
Azad Jalali 
Shannon Jarbeau 
Michele Johns and Nicholas Desiderio 
Brad Kauffman
Matt and Lucia Kearns
Arthur Keller and Mark Gauthier 
Chip Kelley
Kennebunk Savings Bank
Felicity Kerr and David Reynolds 
Amarinda Keys 
Joan and John Kierstead
Senator Angus King, Jr. and 

Ms. Mary Herman
Robert and Desiree Kinley
Nathan Kinney 
Kirkland & Ellis, LLP
Michael Klein and Louisa Barnhart 
Adrian Kreckmann 
Til Kus 
Sierra Kuun 
Anne and Geoff LaFond
Nicholas LaJoie 
Michelle Lamb
Dr. F. Steven and Mrs. Polly Larned 
Alanna Larrivee 
Estelle Lavoie
Marcia Leander
Sidney LeFavour
Robert Levine and Vilean Taggersell 
Justin Lewin
Rosalind Lewis
Philip Licari and Caroline Phillips-Licari 
Robert Lightfoot and Susan Walker 
Judge and Mrs. Kermit Lipez
Scott and Whitney Liston

 Taylor Locke 
J. Scott Logan and 

Carrie McGilvery Logan 
Logically 
Jason and Allison Long 

in memory of Patty Higgins 
Selena Lorrey 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Andrea and Bill Lott
John Love
Charis Loveland 
Rachael Mack 
Adam Mahar 
Julia Maine 
Maine Coast LLC
Patrick Marass
Marielle Mariano
Sean Marsh
Michele Martin 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert McAfee 
Mary McAleney
Taylor McCafferty 
Mr. and Mrs. James McCarthy 
Jay McCloskey, Esq.
Erin McCormick 
Brad McCurtain
Steven and Elizabeth McGrath 
Esther McKay 
David McKelvey
Ed and Melissa McKersie
Emily McKinnon 
John McNaughton
Joseph and Elizabeth McSwain 
Bill and Marge Medd
MEMIC
Elisabeth Michaud

in honor of Susan Curry 
Charles and Judy Micoleau 
Bonnie Miller
Charles Miller
Governor Janet Mills
Ann Mitchell
Christina and Steve Mitchell 
James and Sean Mitchell
Janet Mitchell

in memory of Robert E. Mitchell 
Judy and Robert Mitchell 
Suzanne and Paul Mitchell 
Robert and Jen Montgomery-Rice 
Nancy Morrell
Jim and Lisa Morris
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
Deborah and Peter Murray 
Jessica Nadeau
Jan and Roberta Nagle

in memory of Dr. John Painter
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Mark and Laurie Nale, Esq.
Nick Namer
Dianne Nason
Richard Nawfel
Gail Neher
Kenneth and Mary Nelson 
Network for Good
Louisa and William Newlin
Son Nguyen 
Max Nibert
Donald Nicoll
Chelsea Noble 
Brett O’Brien
Scott Ogden 
Sarah and Chris Olson
David Olyphant
John and Carol O’Neil
Nicholas Ordway 
Harold Osher
Harold and Claudia Pachios
Frank Pappalardo 
Adam Parys
Toni Passerman
Emily Payne 
David Pease
Bob and Susan Peck
Jeff and Ida Peterson

in honor of Gayle Cory 
Kent Peterson
Elek Pew 
Jim and Polly Pierce
Brett and Suzanne Pingree
Sarah and John Pinkham 
Jonathan and Mary Piper
Paige Piper and Robbie Carroll 
Lisa Plimpton and David LaBranche 
Timothy Porter
Salvadore Portera 
Meryl Poulin
Stephen Poulos
Heather Provencher 
George and Abby Psyhogeos 
Amy Qiu 
Alistair Raymond and Lisa Thomas 
Grace Reef
Michael Reutershan 
Nancy Ricker 
Ellen Ridley
Justin Robbins
Jason Roberge 
John Roberts and Jean Wilson 
Matt Roberts
William Roberts
Heather and Sydney Robinson 
Christopher Rogeski 
Clayton and Julianne Rose

Luis Rovayo 
Philip Roy and Sharon Crowe 
Zoubaida Sahloul and Walid Moumneh 
Tim and Anne Marie Samway 
Margaret Samways
Gimbala and Katie Sankare
Kate Saucier
Shannon Sayer 
Andrew and Alaina Scheuchzer 
Jennifer and Michael Schmitz 
Bethany Schulberg 
Samuel Shapiro
Jillian Sheltra 
Sean Sibley 
Sharon Sibley
Janet Silvers
Elliott Simpson 
Lisa Sirois
Bill Smith and Pam Perkins
Diane Smith
Margaret Smith
Carolyn Snell 
Ari and Natalie Solotoff
Southern Maine Community College 
Rebecca Spear 
Spectrum Healthcare Partners 
Kenneth Spirer and Joan Leitzer 
Scott Stacey and Tammy Davenport 
Rick Stark
Christopher Stearns 
Ann Stetson
Melissa Stewart 
John Stibal
Beth Stickney and Ken Kunin 
Frederick and Matilda Stoddard 
Richard Stone and Jane Brown
Meris Stout 
Brooke Stowell 
Josh Sturtevant 
Sharon Sudbay
Edward Sullivan
Molly Susla 
Mary Jane and Donald Swain 
Mamiko Taniguchi 
Jason Tapley 
Pamela Taylor
Shiloh Theberge
Adam Thibodeau 
Matthew Thomson 
Craig and Linda Thulen
Ruth Thurston
Meredith Torrey 
Mr. and Mrs. David Turesky
Juris and Mara Ubans
Lee Umphrey
United Way of Eastern Maine

University of Maine  
University of Maine at Presque Isle 
University of Maine System 
University of Southern Maine 
Paul Vagnini
Kristin and Warren Valdmanis 
Samantha Varney 

in memory of Roy Varney 
Christopher C. and Gina K. Vickers 
Jessica Violette 
Jim and Terri Vogel
Kim Volk
Johann von Hoffmann 
Emily Wagner 
Ann Staples Waldron

J.D. and Davan Walker
Edward and Candace Walworth
Deborah Bedard Ward
David Warren
Jason Waskey
Jessica Watson 
Holly Weidner
Natalie West and Robert Sellin
Samantha Wheelock 
Andrew and Louise Wilkinson
Faith Williams

in honor of Christine Williams
Leo Wing 
Rebecca Winslow
Larry and Colette Wold
The Honorable John and 

Beverly Woodcock
Michael Wormser
Mary and George Wright
Michael and Lee Wygant
Liuke Yang 
Ruth Yeazell
Gina and Ed Yoon
Alec Young 
Caroline Zedella 
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ALUMNI 
COUNCIL

Jess Watson, President
Brady Davis
Nicole Derr 
Denise Desrochers
Kate Durost
Hannah Goodwin
Eric Haskell 
Michelle Henaire 
Sierra Kuun 
Taylor McCafferty 
Lauren McNally 
Elek Pew 
Chris Rogeski
Luis Rovayo 
Bethany Schulberg 
Sean Sibley 
Elliott Simpson 
Paul Suitter 
Leo Wing 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Senator George J. Mitchell, 
Honorary Chairman

Christopher Pierce, Chair

Sara Burns, Vice Chair

Gena Canning
Dan Coyne
Charles de Sieyes
Abigail Diaz
Bruce Epstein
Sandy Ervin
Peter Fendler
Mark Fernandez
Joan Fischer
Joseph Foley
Mark Haley
Eric Haskell
David Hines
David Johnson
K.C. Jones
Scott Maker
Michele Martin
Rebecca Mills
Heather Mitchell
James Morris
Alison Nathanson
Lauren Segal
Virginia Swain
Nicole Witherbee

SENATOR’S 
CIRCLE

Margie Bride, Chair
Tim Agnew
Duke Albanese
Barbara Atkins
Susan Carlisle
Dan Crewe
Roger Deitz
Pat Eltman
Becky Epstein
Tracy Gay
Nathan Kinney
Cathy Lee
Mary McAleney
Karen McDonald
Bill Mitchell
Carol Mitchell
Mary Mitchell Friedman
Jeff Nathanson
Merle Nelson
Harold Pachios
David Reynolds
Malcolm Rogers
Zoe Sahloul
Anne Swift-Kayatta
Christine Williams

2019 REVENUE
BY SOURCE

2019
EXPENSES

GROWTH OF ENDOWMENTS 2014 -19

Meg Baxter
President & CEO

Lindsey Freeman
Project Assistant

Kim Gustafson
Scholarship Director

Andrea Mitchell
Project Manager

James Patefield
Project Associate

Sarah Short
Development Director

Lisa Sirois
Finance Director

Adam Thibodeau
Scholarship Associate

STAFF

Note: Please call if you would like to receive a copy of the Mitchell Institute’s audited financials.
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The value I associate 
most with the 
Mitchell Institute is 
achievement.”

Growing up in Saco, Denise always knew 
she wanted to travel. After graduating 
from the University of Southern Maine 
with the help of a Mitchell Scholarship, 
she spent a decade in Naples, Italy. There 
she earned a Master’s in Translation, 
worked as a translator, and also met the 
love of her life. “My husband is Italian, 
and we loved living in Italy. But I also felt 
a strong pull back to Maine, and in 2015, 
we moved to Biddeford.” Denise has 
found the perfect employer to put her 
international experience to use, at CIEE in 
Portland, which organizes international 
exchange programs. She also is thrilled 
to give back to the Mitchell Institute 
by serving on our Alumni Council, and 
helping to put together the annual 
career development day, MILE II.

 Thornton Academy, 1999
 University of Southern Maine, 2003
 University of Portsmouth (UK), 2014

DENISE DESROCHERS

Endowment 
Withdrawal:
$1,225,000

Individuals:
$621,187

Foundations:
$424,675

Companies:
$247,741

48%

25%

10%

17%

Scholarships:
 $1,401,878 

Scholar Support
& Research:
$930,803 

Development:
$138,603 

Administration:
$107,281

54%

36%

6%
4%



mitchellinstitutewww.mitchellinstitute.org

/company/mitchellinstitute /user/mitchellinstitute

Connect with us

We would like to thank the photographers who help us capture 

these important moments for our Scholars. A huge thank you to: 

Nicole Derr, Denise Desrochers, Nicholas LaJoie, James Patefield, 

Polychrome Collective, and Adam Thibodeau. 

Tel: 207.773.7700
Fax: 207.773.1133
info@mitchellinstitute.org

75 Washington Avenue, Suite 2E
Portland, Maine 04101


